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“When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews... he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Can they bring the 
stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?” (Neh. 4:1–3)

“Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall” (Neh. 4:10).

“Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places....” (Neh. 4:13).

“Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “The work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. Wherever you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!” (Neh. 4:19–20)

“From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor...Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a 
weapon in the other, and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked” (Neh. 4:16–18).

“We rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart. The repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and the gaps were being closed” (Neh. 4:6–7).



Read Introduction: 

“Before a few days have gone by, Nehemiah and his colleagues realize that they are in serious trouble. There is opposition outside the ranks (4:1–9) 
and depression within (4:10–23)...It is always easier to begin a work for God than continue it. Perseverance is a rich and rare quality, especially 
when we feel physically tired and spent. Anyone seriously committed to the work of Christ can sympathize with these sighing people....When the 
laborers began, it seemed such an exciting thing to be doing, but as the weeks went by they became increasingly overwhelmed by the daunting 

practicalities.(4:10 – “There is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.”) That doleful we cannot has destroyed many an imaginative Christian 
objective. It has been said that in the history of the church, pessimism has always been a greater problem than atheism.” 

(R. Brown, The Message of Nehemiah, pp. 77–79)

Focused Discussion & Prayer Time

1. Read Nehemiah 4:1-3 and 4:7-12. What negative messages of have you needed to fight off and defend your heart against 
pertaining to your MainStreet involvement?  Have people voiced doubt about MainStreetʼs progress? Name them out loud. Let us 
pray against a spirit of discouragement and doubt, against the negative words and thoughts of other people and the the Enemy in 
our heads.  

2. Read Nehemiah 4:11-15. Nehemiah identified the “exposed places” on the walls, and placed protection and reinforcement in those 
weak areas. What are some of the “exposed places” at MainStreet?  Which ministry areas need more reinforcement?  How can 
we protect and reinforce these places?  Spend time praying for the “exposed places” at MainStreet, and for God to “close the 
gaps” (4:7). 

3.  Read Nehemiah 4:9. What important principle can be found in this verse? 

4. Read Nehemiah 4:19-20.  The work was spread out among many people, but this also separated people from each other and 
threatened their unity and intimacy.  How did Nehemiah resolve this?  How might we follow a similar plan at MainStreet?  What/
when/where is our trumpet blast? 

5. Read Nehemiah 4:16-23. What defensive measures did the workers take?  What spiritual principle can be found here?  How does 
it apply to our work of rebuilding Godʼs church via MainStreet in Mound? 

6. Close your discussion time in prayer for our mission in Mound, “the Lord, who is great and awesome” and Jesusʼ promise that “I 
will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it” (Matt. 16).
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